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Vision Statement: 
A community… 

 

...of compassion for the lost, the 

broken, and the hopeless. 

 

...where everyone  

experiences the  

transforming love of God. 

 

...where everyone is  

discovering their God-given  

abilities and gifts. 

 

...where everyone is being 

equipped for significant minis-

try opportunities. 

 

...of missionaries who are taking 

the transforming love of God to  

Mechanicsville,  

surrounding areas and the world 

through service and  

personal relationships. 

 

...of individuals and families 

who are nourished through 

prayer, empowered by the Spirit 

and directed by the Word of 

God. 

 

...where everyone is anticipating 

and preparing for the appearing 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

Sharing God’s Love By… Loving God, Loving Others, Serving In Love 

 
 

Winter Wednesday Nights 
 

We have a terrific line-up of classes for our  

Winter Wednesday Night classes that will begin January 11 and 

continue for 12 weeks through March 28. Dinner starts at 5:30 

p.m., and classes run from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  Listed here are the 

adult electives, but there will be Wednesday J.A.M. for pre-

school-elementary kids as well as classes for middle 

and high school students.  Cost of meals are still 

$2.50/person or $8.00/family of 4 or more. 

Our goal 

is to raise 

$2,500  

 

 

You can bring in your money do-

nation as many times as you like before the Janu-

ary 22 deadline.   On Sunday,  January 29 we will 

meet for a soup supper and package 10,000 meals 

(.25 cents per meal!)  
 

 

St op 

Souper      

Bowl 

watch our 

total grow 

$870 collected as of 12/27/11 

Keep Collecting  

Your Donation  



 

Welcome New  

Members:  

 
Chris Wright  

8035 Sherwood Crossing Pl.  

Apt. #203  

Mechanicsville, VA 23111  

Chrisõs Birthd
ay:  June 9 

Chris was baptized into 

Christ on Dec. 4  

 

                           Bill’s Corner 

 A n o t h e r 

year has come 
and gone.  It 

doesn’t seem that 
long ago that we 

were  wor r i ed 

about Y2K and 
here it is 13 years 

later. 
 

 As we start another year, I 
want to remind us of why we exist 

as a church.  Stop here and read the 
Vision Statement on the front page.  

If you’re like me, you probably skip 
right over it since it’s been there for 

a while. 
 

 These are directives that 

come right out of the Word of God.  
Here are some questions to ponder:   

1) What was this church’s original 
dream when it was established?  

I believe it was the dream of the 
founders to establish a church 

that made a huge impact in the 

community by reaching as many 
people as possible with the gos-

pel of Christ. 
2) Has that dream changed or been 

reached?  It is natural for 

churches to be on fire for the 
first 15 years in reaching people.  

The vision for its existence is 

fresh and the passion of the 

founders for sharing God’s love 
with the community is conta-

gious.  When you work hard 
gathering “sheep” for 10-15 

years the focus tends to turn in-

ward to taking care of the sheep.  
Every so often we have to be 

reminded that Jesus came for 
lost people and called us to share 

with Him in sharing the good 
news of eternal life. 

3) What is God’s dream for us?  

God’s dream, according to the 
Scriptures, is that we multiply.  

We are called to invest ourselves 
in others by leading people to a 

saving relationship with Jesus 

Christ and to encourage one an-
other in this relationship.  

 

 As we begin a new year, let’s 

focus upon God’s dream for His 
church.  Let’s love God through obe-

dience and adoration, love others by 
denying ourselves to place their 

needs above our own, and serve in 

love because God is love. 
 I am anticipating a great 

year at Gethsemane because we are 
serving a great God! 

   

  

 

WEEKLY AVERAGES FOR 

NOVEMBER: 
 

Average November Attendance: 

  8:30 a.m.: 176 

11:00 a.m.: 200 

 Total: 376 

Sunday School: 193 
 

November Average Weekly  

Giving: $11,770.00 

November Required Weekly  

Giving: $11,630.00 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Average  

Weekly Giving  $10,707.00 
 

Note:  Fiscal year 2011-2012 

 

 

This timely study by Dr. Charles Lowery will address such issues as: 
 

¶ Why did we get married in the first place? 

¶ Why you’re so normal and your mate is so weird. 

¶ How men think and what they need. 

¶ Doing what’s right without a fight. 

¶ Six steps to help your marriage go the distance. 

¶ Communication with women is more than roaring  

      and snoring! 

 

Teacher: Bill Wines 

 

Winter Wednesday Nights 



Martha’s Reflections 
 

 

 

 

A huge thank-you goes out to the Worship 

Choir, drama cast, narrator, and all the 

support people who participated in the two 

presentations of Let There Be Light. A 

number of obstacles—too many to list 

here—were overcome so that this dra-

matic musical program could take place. 

Suffice it to say that God alone had the 

last word in the outcome, and we hope 

that our efforts honored and pleased Him 

and that those in attendance were blessed.  

 

It’s hard to believe that 2011 is almost 

over, but I am looking forward to a new 

year and a new season of music for the 

choir. The Worship Choir will resume 

rehearsals on Sunday, January 8, at 5:00 

p.m. in the choir cottage. So, if you have 

been thinking that you would like to be a 

part of this wonderful group of singers, it 

would be a good time to join us. If I can 

answer any questions for you, please call 

me (779-2044) or email me at  

martha1011@verizon.net. 

 

 

 

Women from Bible times can teach us a lot about life. Depression, bro-

kenness, joy, marriage, body issues, being single, hospitality. Author 

Gien Karssen helps make 24 women of the Bible come alive by asking, 

“What place did God have in her life?” Each answer will motivate you 

to live your life wholeheartedly for God.  

Women today will find at least one biblical woman to be surprisingly 

like themselves. 

 
 

Teacher: Martha Wilkerson 

Winter Wednesday Nights 

 

January means that our Winter Wednes-

day nights will be starting again as well. 

There are always delicious meals made by 

our various cooking teams, followed by a 

variety of classes for all ages. I am excited 

to be leading another women’s Bible 

study. The new study will be based on 

Gien Karssen’s book, Her Name Is Wom-

an. Twenty-four women of the Bible will 

come alive as Karssen asks, “What place 

did God have in her life?” The answers 

will motivate you to live your own life 

whole-heartedly for God. Classes begin at 

6:30 p.m. January 11-March 28. 

 

New beginnings are always exciting, and 

it will be interesting to see what God has 

in store for his church here at Gethsemane 

and for each of us personally in 2012.  

 

--Martha  

 

 

Worship Choir Rehearsals 

start with brand new music 

for the winter, Easter, and 

spring—January 8 at 5:00 pm 

in the music cottage.  This is 

a great time to join the Choir 

as we start a new music sea-

son.  See Martha if you have 

any questions. 

Sunday School classes for all 

ages, including nursery care, 

start back January 1 at 10:00 

am.  If you have any ques-

tions about what class is 

right for your, call Martha 

(779-2044) or email her at 

martha1011@verizon.net. 

mailto:martha1011@verizon.net


 

 
 

 

     

 

Sonny and I would like to thank the 

church family for all the prayers, 

cards and food sent our way during 

my recovery from surgery.  They 

were most meaningful and bright-

ened up the days.  You all are spe-

cial and we love you. 

God Bless, 

Sonny and Sue Pruitt 

 

I want to express our appreciation 

to all of our church family for your 

cards, flowers and food gifts.  I am 

so proud to be a part of such a car-

ing and loving congregation and 

can’t tell you how blessed we are to 

have all of you as our family.  Your 

thought and prayers have helped so 

much during the passing of my hus-

band.  Thank you again for your 

ongoing support. 

Sincerely, 

Sandy Helbert and Family 

 

Dear Gethsemane Church of 

Christ, 

I just wanted to thank you for 

providing the Thanksgiving dinners 

for our needy families.  Many had 

tears of joy as they picked up their 

boxes knowing that they could pro-

vide a nice dinner for their family.  

You have truly blessed our school 

community with your kindness and 

generosity. 

Bless You, 

Theresa Broaddus,  

Student Guidance Counselor,  

Cold Harbor Elementary School 
 

Thank you to everyone for your 

cards, well wishes and most of all, 

your prayers.  Also, thank you for 

your prayers for my brother, Mel-

vin Hunter.  Please continue to re-

member my sister, Louise Criswell 

and her husband Billy. 

Merry Christmas and God’s bless-

ings to each and every one of you 

and I love you all! 

Fannie Ferri 

Malaki James Martin  
 

Born:  December 18 

6lbs., 14.8 
oz.  20 ò lo

ng
 

 

Congratulations to 

Sara & Jason  

Martin  

 

 

Proud grandparent, Anne  

Mento and Proud Great Grand-

parents, Ron & Lynne  

Lecarpentier.  

 

 

CORRECTION 
 

Kim Watson and Keith Spicer 

were united in marriage on  

Saturday, Nov
ember 12.   

The newlyweds reside in  

Mechanicsville. 

 

Congratulations  

Kim & Keith!   
 
 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you 

to all of my church family for their 

prayers and well wishes this past 

year.  Please continue to pray for 

me as I face new health issues this 

coming year.  God has been so 

good to me and because of his love 

and mercy, I have come this far. 

Thank you for your continued  

prayers, 

Vilma (Vicki) Davis 

 



The ZONE Children’s Ministry NEWS 

 

Kids, join us in the ZONE in 

2012!  There will be lots of FUN 

with friends and LEARNNG 

about God     and His son, Jesus! 

Elementary and Preschool 

worship series. Kids will see 

how they can worship God 

every day in their own lives! 

KICKS Childrenõs 

Choir !  

GREAT JOB ! 

V B S!  

Join us this  

Summer!   

Volunteer meeting, 

1/22 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship 

Hall.  



Student Ministry News 

Shuffle 
 

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 in the  

Jr. High Sunday School Room 
 

Who’s it for?: For Students in 6-12th 

grade and are interested in learning more 

about themselves, and 

interested in having the 

opportunity to work with 

a team to serve God’s 

kingdom will really get a 

lot out of Shuffle. 

 

How will the students 

experience God?:  By 

discovering and using 

their spiritual gifts.  By 

working together as a 

team to serve God’s king-

dom, and by learning 

about how God is work-

ing around the world through different 

mission organizations. 

 

Value-Packed Parenting is for parents with children of all ages. Dr. Kevin 

Leman will help you “raise rock-solid kids in a pleasure

-driven world.”  

 
 

This study will be followed by 

Running the Rapids, a study for 

parents of adolescents. Dr. Kev-

in Leman covers peer pressure, 

self-image, dating, and sex in his 

trademark “no-holds-barred” 

style. 

 

Teacher: Kenny Dunn 

Winter Wednesday Nights  
for parents . . .  .. . 

 

 

Thank you ….to everyone who 

participated in Gethsemane 

Says Grace.  Because you un-

selfishly gave of your time and 

effort in purchasing, packing 

and delivering 

meals, we were 

able to bless 

65 families in 

our community 

with a Thanks-

giving meal.  

 It truly was a 

happy Thanksgiving here at 

Gethsemane! 
 



Announcements 

 

We have collected the 

best recipes from mem-

bers, family and friends 

and compiled them into 

an attractive keepsake 

cookbook.   
 

This one -of -a-kind cook-

book is on sale for $12 

and all proceeds will go 

towards the  

Immeasurably More 

Campaign.   
 

The cook-

book con-

tains nearly 

400 recipes, 

including appetizers, 

main dishes, desserts 

and many others.  To 

purchase a cookbook, 

contact Joyce Mende at 

781-0441 or the church 

office at 779 -2044.  
 

Free Firewood 
 

If interested, please call  
Rita Sams at 966- 5739 for more 

Information.  

 

Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 
To Benefit Oak Hill Christian Service Camp 

 

Saturday, February 4 

                   Gethsemane Church of Christ 

5                 5146 Mechanicsville Turnpike 

   Mechanicsville, VA 

See your camp director or contact Michelle 

Mende by e-mail (oakhillcamp@verizon.net) 

or phone (804-569-3991) for tickets 

    Dinner served from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.  

Silent Auction closes at 7:30 p.m. 

If you have items that you would like to do-

nate for the silent auction, please call Angie 

Gordon at (540) 872-1202 or e-mail her at  

MilliganAD@aol.com 

Tickets 

$8 for adults (age 12+)  

$4 for children ages 5 to 11  

(under age 5 free) 

 

 

This excellent series by Bob Russell on the book Genesis covers . . .  

¶ Adam—chapters 1-9, Risky Creation 

¶ Abraham—chapters 10-24, Promises, Promises 

¶ Jacob—chapters 25-36, Nobody’s Perfect 

¶ Joseph—chapters 37-50, Good from Evil 
 

Teacher: George Bayer 

Winter Wednesday Nights 



   STAFF: 

 

Senior Minister: 

Bill Wines 

 

Children's Director: 

Lori Dunn 

 

Director of Education & 

Choir Director: 

Martha Wilkerson 

 

Secretary: 

Darlene Ferguson 

           

Office & Church Phone 

804-779-2044 

 

 

 

Sunday Worships 

8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Sunday School 

10:00 AM 
www.gethsemanechristians.com 
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Upcoming Sermons 

               

January 1  “A Community of Compassion ” 

   

 

January 8  “A Community of Transformation ” 

 

                 

January 15  “A Community of Missionaries“ 

 

 

January 22  “Together For Life” 

 

 

January 29  “A Community of Faith” 

 

Have a  
Blessed New 
Year! 


